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evasive answers. Still the first attempt at supervision
had been made, and was to bear fruit later.

While matters were in this uncomfortable state,
there broke forth the long, terrible strife known to
history as the Thirty Years' War. Its causes are to
be sought for in those most unhappy differences of
doctrinal opinions, which, being rooted In mutual
intolerance, a want of fairness of spirit, and of
dramatic insight into the needs of divergent mental
constitutions, make one man wish forcibly to impose
his point of view upon his neighbour, under the
conviction that it is the only point of view, and
hence the true one. This intolerant and narrow
spirit, which more fatally divides individuals and
nations than any other form of human folly, had
reached its climax in the century of the Reformation,
when not only were Protestant and Catholic opposed
to one another, but Protestants were also divided
among themselves, Calvinist and Lutheran persecuting
each other with an acrimony quite out of proportion
to the gravity of the questions at stake.

The details of this most deplorable war fall outside
our province, and belong to the history of Germany
proper. We can but touch on it as it concerns our
League. When hostilities commenced, the Hansa
were to realize what even the shadow of a great name
implies. Power after power made overtures to the
League to make common cause with them. Gustavus
Adolphus of Sweden, was the first. As early as
1621, he sought an alliance with the cities, and he
counted the more on an affirmative reply, that his
enmity to Denmark was shared by the League. But